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A Strange Arrangement
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Some one had made a big mistake. The manager was not happy, he had no idea how many
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endoscope he found the least riveting points, and began to highlight them with blossom,
frantically dropping his ornamental callipers in the act of what seemed to be pure
improvisation. That was a dirty word now, and long since forgotten about. Regaining his
composure, the performance continued.

The ancient art of ﬂower arranging had been in turmoil. The rules set out over centuries of
practise had changed from a being rooted in a spiritual arrangement of nature into yet another
realm of self expression, and at the meeting of the most important descendants of the ancient
schools of ikebana it was decided that something had to be done. It was a well known
principle that the art form was supposed to react and identify with the cultural changes in
aesthetic appreciation, but at this point in time none of the current trends resembled anything
of the old beauty that Ikebana had always encapsulated. Change was needed, and a vote
was taken. Reform beauty, retain the past, but use the latest technologies to achieve a new
standard, a new perspective.
They brought in the latest exile of western neuroscience, she was familiar with Ikebana, and
had in fact used the principles of Ikebana as the basis for her research on neuro-aesthetics, a
journey to discover the true science of aesthetic appreciation. Banished by his own scientiﬁc
community, he had sought refuge in the east, a far more open and appreciative audience, who
could accept his endeavour for deﬁning something abstract.
Her approach was truly incredible, expanding the old rules of distance ratios and colour
combinations, he embarked on a deﬁnition of harmony, and included newer considerations
such as temperature, atmosphere, genetic relationships and the ﬂorists real time mood, which
could all contribute to the effectiveness of an arrangement. New equipment was developed to
achieve these precise measurements, from measuring tools to computer interfaces. Ikebana
was now more of a clinical operation, but the governing body loved it. the technologised
alterations offered something that they had craved, stability.
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